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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE USS BERKELEY (DDG-1 5)

Happy New Year 2023!

Director’s Update

As we welcome a new

year, We Wish you a

healthy and happy year.

The association is in good

Shape and we are looking forward to

Our neXt reunion in Coxpus Christi this

September. Reunion registration is

underway, and reunion registration

forms can be found on the website on

the ”Reunion Info” page and on page

3 ofthis newsletter. Updated Coxpus

Christi reunion information can also

be found in the October 2022 news-

letter and will be updated in the Apri1

2023 newsletter.

The 2023 master rosters will be avail-

able for delivery to all active assoc-

iation me血bers in April, If any ofyour

COntaCt infomation has changed in the

PaSt l-2 years, Please provide an

update via the一’Quarterdeck一一page on

the website. Our master roster cur_

rently contains listings for approx-

imately l , 150 former Berkeley sailors.

As we review last year’s accomplish-

ments, Website upgrades and 2023

reunion planning were the main ones.

As we set goals for 2023, We Wi11

mainly focus on the September

reunion in Corpus Christi and increas-

mg aCtive membership in the assoc-

iation, Another goal for 2023 will be

ensurmg We have documented

association procedures for the web-

Site, neWSletter, and master roster,

etc., in the possesion ofat least two

association o餓cers/staff

A couple ofarticles on the free

Lif轟me National Park passes for

」

VeteranS and the 2023 U.S. Navy

Budget appear in this issue.

The Year In Review _ 1972

The new year found Berkeley inpo巾

at Long Beach under the command of

Commander J. A. Dickman. For the

first 2 1/2 months ofthe year, Berkeley

remained in leave and upkeep status,

except for 5 days ofindependent ship

exercises offthe Southem Califomia

COaSt.

On March 20th, Berkeley steamed to

the Pacific Missile Range to exercise

Various weapon systems. During a 3-

day period, Berkeley conducted ASW

exercises with the USS Camin,丘red

torpedoes, a tartar missile, and her

five-inch guns. Berkeley retumed to

Long Beach on March 24th to pick up

families oftwo deceased Navy Chief

Petty O純cers for a ceremonial burial

at sea with full military honors.

Berkeley retumed to the SOCAL Op

Areas on March 29th to conduct gun-

nery exercises for two days.

During the period ofMarch 31st to

Apri1 4th, Berkeley rested easily at her

berth in Long Beach not knowing undl

Apri1 7th that she would be depIoying

to WESTPAC in 72 hours in response

to the North Vietnamese Spring Offen-

Sive. This short notice caught many of

the crew on leave and liberty. Berk-

eley-s recall ofcrew members on such

Short notice was miraculously

e餓如ive: Only 2 crew members were

left behind.

Berkeley arrived in the Gulf of Tonkin

On May lst to support the South

Vietnamese countero鮪msive ragmg m

the Demilitarized Zone. Assigned to

the ”Linebacker” surface strike force,

Berkeley participated in surface

strikes against North Vietnamese

SuPPly routes for almost two months.

The highlight ofBerkeley’s operations

at the time came on the moming of

May 9th when, in the company offive

Other destroyers ofthe Sevpnth Fleet,

Berkeley raced into Haiphong Harbor

to provide a protective barrage of

five-inch shells while ca正er-based

jets peppered血e harbor with mines.

Her large battle ensign flying, Berk-

eley delivered over 280 rounds in a

halfhour before the ships ofthe task

unit raced seawar占, WeaVing through

Plumes ofwater se鵬skyward by

Shells from coastal defeuse guns.

Shortly after the mommg raid on

Haiphong, Berkeley was assigned to

Surveillance duties. Her first job came

On the ’’Notification Line", 25 miles

from Haiphong. With two other

destroyers, Berkeley kept foreign

Shipping infomed of the newly置COr-

doned waters neafoy. A month of

merchant shipping surveillance

followed, further down the coast of

North Vietnam at Hon La Island.

Again in a group ofthree destroyers,

Berkeley worked with jets and heli-

COPterS tO SuPPreSS Small boats

rummg SuPPlies ashore from larger

Ships anchored outside U.S. mine一

五elds. In the course ofthree weeks,

the ship sank over皿irty ofthe small

Cra乱

During the next three months,

COntinued on P螺e 2
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Ship’s History: January 2023

竣工塑壁Ag生曖
History not availal)1e. Ship was in com-

mission for one month. CDR. Wyatt E.

Harper Jr. was the Commanding O餓cer

三塑半鐘壁負担遡
01 - 05 InportLongBeach

O5 - 08 Transit to Bremerton, WA

O8　　Commencement of Complex

Overhau1

12　　Enter Drydock #6, Puget

Sound Naval Shipyard

12 - 31 InDrydock, PSNS

坐里塑塾生g生土壁王
Ol葵31 Overhaul Long BeachNaval

S hi pyard

竣工皇道壁坐生峻旦宣
In service with the He11enic

Navy ofGreece as the H.S.

Themistokles

The H. S. Themistokles was decom_

mis§ioned in February 2002

in Salamis, Greece

COnti脇ed〆・Om Pcge /

Berkeley supported South Viet-

namese ARVN forces by operations

On the '一Gunline.一一A mile seaward of

the Demilitarized Zone, She fired

daily missions which were coordin細

ated by Marine and Amy spotters

ashore, Who guided her gunfire on

target. Maneuvermg With as many as

SeVenteen Ships in the vicinity, Berk-

eley brought her mounts to bear on

targets ranging from Vietcong supply

Stations, tO COmmand posts, tO trOOP

COnCentrations. These Naval gunfire

SuPPOrt, Or NGFS cormitments,

required Berkeley’s services along the

entire northem portion of the South

Vietnamese coast. In the final two

Weeks of Vietnam operations,

Berkeley was again ordered north to

join the ’’Linebacker’’strike force.

Berkeley fired her final round in

anger on October =th, Which

brought the total number of rounds

fired to well over =,000 for this

depIoyment. While on these

hazardous operations, OVer l ,580

rounds were fired at the ship - SOme

falling so cIose that the decks were

COVered with shrapnel.

Berkeley-s o餌cers and crew e垂ioyed

a break in the vigorous schedule

every 30 - 40 days, Sailing most often

to Subic Bay. On August 22nd, the

Ship had the opportunity to visit

Sasebo, Japan. There the crew had a

Chance to experience the unique

Character ofthe Orient, aS they did

later on a丘ve-4ay visit to Hong Ko

On October 14th.

During the retum home, Berkeley’s

COmmand passed from CDR. Jerry A.

Dickman to Lieutenant Comma,nder

Jerry S. Jones on October 25th. After

Steaning over 40,000 miles and meet-

mg many Cha11enges, Berkeley retum-

ed to her Long Beach home port on

November 9th. For the remainder of

1972, the crew e互Oyed a well de-

Served holiday leave and post-depIoy-

ment standown period while prepar-

ing for an overhaul in early 1973.

2022 U.S Navy Budget

The House and Senate have released

final text for the National Defense

Authorization Act for 2023. Key

PrOVisions include a topline of $847

billion.

Items of interest for Surfuce Warfdre

include authorization for multiyear or

block buy contracts for 25 ship-tO-

Shore comectors, 15 Arleigh Burke-

Class destroyers, 8 Lewis-Class oilers,

5 amphibious ships, and CH-53K heli-

COPterS. It authorizes $32.6 billion for

Navy shipbuilding which includes

PrOCurement Of l l battle force ships,

3 Arleigh Burke輸Class destroyers, 2

Virginia-Class submarines, 2 expedit-

ionary fast transports, One Constell-

ation-Class frigate, One San Antonio-

Class amphibious ship, One Jo血

Lewis-Class oiler, and one Nav哀io-

Class towing, Salvage and rescue ship.

An additional $2.2 billion is authoriz-

ed for a third Arleigh Burke-Class

de気royer.

Items of interest for Undersea War-

fare authorizes full funding ofthe

budget request fdr Columbia-Class

Submarines, and full funding of the

budget request for 2 Virginia細Class

submarine s.

National Park Passes
A new, free lifetime pass to more

than 2,000 federal recreation areas,

including a11 national parks言s avail-

able for veterans, Current members of

the U.S. military and their dependents

are eligible for free amual passes.

Both血e annual military and veterans

lifetime passes provide free access to

national parks, forests, Wildlife

refuges and other federa=ands.

You can get the passes at national

Parks that charge fees. Visit nps.gov
for additional information about the

paSSeS・

Obits:

William Peirce. QM2, 1966/67,

passed 2/1 9/2022

Forris L. H. Hudkins II, RMCM,

1973/75, PaSSed 12/1 0/2022
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Name(s):

Conta⊂t email or phone:

Staying at the Omni Ho置el?　　　　　Yes No

Reunion (all events induding Banquet)　　　09/14-09/17　$8与x　　　=?

Non-member　　　　　　　　　　　　$95x　　　=?

Banquet Only Saturday O9/16 $70x　　　= $

Non-member

胡囲er軸竜掻e:紳輔S㊧鵬e醍醐a繭ty f㊨r SeIection璃

Crew Member: G輔ed Flank Steak Bourg面gnon_ Chicken Matagorda_ G副ed Salmon with Pecan Butte「

Vegetarian Entree

Guest: G「i看led l=lank Steak Bourguignon_ Chicken Matagorda_ Gri=ed Saimon with Pecan Butte　」

Vegetarian Entree

睡輔蜜§$縦軸鱈離蹄観y離細の関釜:馳甲醐　　　漸落∴∴嗣瞳

Membe「s are those who have paid 2023 dues. 1fyou have paid 2023 dues, both you and oneguestw紺paythe member

p「lCeS.
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2023 Corpus Christi Reun子on Tour Order Form

Name(S):一_　臆　し、臆」臆ふ　　　　)臆　.臆　臆__

Corpus Christi HistoricaI Tour Friday O9/15

TotaI encIosed (Check or money order payab!e to the USS Berkeley Association) ∴∴ ; __

PIease ma= payment to:

USS Berkeley Association

C/o Gerald Hansen

6318 S 20th street　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　‘

Milwaukee, W1 53221

制動脚晒麗縄靖蝿婚醐害の珊轟輔髄鞘聴聞敵襲誼躊蝶購聾繭輔弼駐韓部課登記輔謹


