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Corpus Christi, A P量ace in the Sun

Director’s Update

Spring is here and good

Weather is on the wayはt

WaS a rOugh winter for

much ofthe cou加ry and

the warm rays ofthe sun wi11 help

brighten today and the days ahead.

Thoughts of sitting on a beach in

Corpus Christi in September have

brightened my day and we look

forward to reuniting with old friends

again in the near餌ure. Registrations

for the reunion are underway and we

hope to see you a11 at the Omni Hotel

in September! Reunion infomation is

available on the Berkeley web site and

in the ”Coapus Christi 2023 Reunion一一

article in this newsletter, There is also

a 2023 Corpus Christi Reunion Regis-

tration Fom on page 4 ofthis news輸

letter.

Our reunion activities will kickoff

With the Bull Session on Thursday

evening September 14th, and we are

always Iooking for more photos,

Videos, and of course sea stories to

e血ance the event. The association

Will have cruise books, Videos, and

Other memorabilia available for you to

review. The Ship’s Store will also be

OPen With inventory available for

PurChase, SO leave a little extra room

in your luggage. Other reunion activ-

ities are listed in the Corpus Christi

2023 Reunion article.

For many years the Bright Penny

featured an article titled ’’In the Spot-

1ight”, and we eventually ran out of

volunteers for future articles. These

articles introduce former crew mem置

bers and tell us a little about their days

in the Navy (Particularly aboard the

Berkeley) and their lives afterward.

Many fomer shipmates have been

added to the Berkeley roster in recent

years, and so I am asking for volun-

teers so that we can resume these

articles in future newsletters. For

examples ofthe ”In the Spotlight”

articles, look back at Bright Pemy

newsletters prior to 2014 which can be

Viewed on our web site. Ifyou would

like to vohnteer, COntaCt me at

alphawhiskey. ddg 1 5 @yahoo. com.
The 2023 USS Berkeley Master

Roster is currently being updated and

we would like to remind our former

Shipmates to submit any updates and/

Or COrreCtions to your roster inform-

ation by April 15th so that it can be

included prior to distribution to our

2023 paid membership in late April.

Updates can be submitted t血ough the

一一Quarterdeck” page on the web site.

The Year In Review - 1973

The new year found Berkeley in port

at Long Beach under the command of

Lieutenant Commander Jerry S. Jones,

USN. On January 5th, the ship left

Long Beach emoute to her new home

POrt in Bremerton, Was血ngton where

she had been ordered to commence an

OVerhaul on January l lth at the Puget

Sound Naval Shipyard. After a one-

day stop at the Manchester Fuel Pier t

defuel, Berkeley arrived in Bremerton

On January 9th.

Entering Drydock #6 on the momng

OfJanuary 12th, the ship was no

SOOner resting on her keel blocks than

the job of removmg equlPment and

Cutting access holes started. The

overhaul which was to last until Nov-

ember lst, gaVe Berkeley the first

Tactical Data Systems designed for a

DDG (DDG-TDS), the first product-

ion model ofthe SQQ-23 (PAIR)

Sonar, mgivr COMM and EW

SHIPALTS, tWO neW Mark 42 MOD

lO 5’ソ54 gun mounts, the TARTAR

Digital Update, and conversion of her

engineering plant to bum Navy

Distillate fud.

W皿e the shipyard labored, Berk-

eley’s own sailors were busy too.

Ship’s force work was coordinated

with overhaul mileitones by use ofthe

COmPuterized SFOMS (Ship’s Force

Overhaul Management System) :

Berkeley being the first destroyer to

use this managemen=ooI originally

designed by PERA (CV) for aircraft

Carrier overhaul manageme加.

After almost five months in drydock,

the ship undocked on June lst to be

moored pier side to finish installation

and checkout ofher new weapons an

electronics equlPment. Down in the

main spaces, the Engineering Depart-

ment was busy preparing for the first

1200 PSI Propulsion Examining

Board Light Off Examination (LOE)

administered to a Pacific Fleet ship.

Passing the forward plant exam on

July 3rd and the after plant exam on

August 24th, Berkeley was ready to

light fires and make preparations for

machinery sea trials.

Underway for the first time in over

COntinued on Page 2



TheBrightPenny--April-June2023　　　　　　　　　Page2 

Ship’s History: Apri富2023

型適壁A盤上塞追
Detailed monthly ship-s history is not

available. The ship did transit from the

East Coast to the West Coast during the

year stopping at many ports.

竣工星型遥重出聖二塑
01 - 30 InDrydock, Puget Sound

Naval Shipyard

三並旦麹壁Ag生上皇鐘
01 - 20 Overhaul, Long Beach Naval

S hipyard

2 1　Underway, Sea Tria1

22　　Retum to homeport, San Diego

23 - 24 Inport San Diego

25 - 29 Underway SOCAL

30　Inport San Diego

遡半鐘壁Ag生理塑
In service with the Hellenic

Navy ofGreece as the H.S.

Themisto kl es

The Hellenic Navy of Greece

decommissioned the H. S. Themistokles

in February 2002。

Continaed布m Hege 」

nine months on September 26th,

Berkeley conducted three separate

Sea trials to test machinery, WeaPOnS,

and electronics. She made and held

full power on her first attempt on

October 23rd.

On November l st, the complex

OVerhaul was terminated and a Tech-

nical Availability was commenced to

run concurrently with an eight場Week

Operational Program Functional

Checkout (OPFCO) on the DDG-

TDS.

On November 26叫Berkeley’s home

POrt WaS O能cially changed to San

Diego. That date found the ship

steaming in the Straits ofJuan De

Fuca for four days ofindependant

steaming exercises, retuming to

Bangor, Washington to start the

in-POrt Phase ofWeapons Systems

Accuracy Tests (WSAT). Several

days underway on Hood Canal ranges

followed the shipIs December 8th

arrival at HMCS Esquimalt, Canada

for a weekend visit to Victoria, Brit-

ish Co山mbia.

On December 1 1th, Berkeley was

underway for Nanoose Range where

On December 13th WSAT was

COmPleted with the success餌firing

Of one tube and one ASROC launch置

ed torpedo. Berkeley retumed to

Bremerton on December 14th to

SPend the Christmas holidays in that

p〇九

Corpus Christi 2023 Reunion

Our 2023 Corpus Christi reurion is

SCheduled for September 14 - 17 at

the Omni Hotel. 2023 Reunion

Registration Foms are available on

the www.ussberkeley.com web site

and on page 4 ofthis newsletter.

Omni Hotel reservations can be made

by calling l-800-843-6664 and

informing the agent that you are with

the USS Berkeley Association group.

We have discounted group rates, and

they are availあle for three days pnor

and three days after the reunion dates

ifyou care to extend your stay. Room

rates are $135 + taxes per night for

Single and double occupancy and in-

Clude free parking in the hotel garage.

Complimentary hotel shuttle service is

available from and to the Coapus

C亜sti Intemational Airport. The cut-

o鯖date for hotel reservations is

August 14, 2023.

Reunion rates for all events including

the banquet are $85 per person for

2023 association paid members plus

One gueSt and $95 per person for non-

members and additional guests.

Banquet only rates are $70 per person

for members plus one guest and $80

for non置members and additional

guests. The Corpus Christi Reunion

Tour is an additional $25 per person.

AII payments for the reunion and

OPtional tour are due by August 31,

2023.

Reunion events begin with the Bull

Session on Thursday evening, follow-

ed by the group Corpus Christi

Reunion Tour and Welcome Recept-

ion on Friday, and Business Mee血g,

Ladies Social and Banquet on

Saturday. Reunio尊eVentS will con-

Clude with the Farewell Breakfast on

Sunday moming. All Events registra-

tion includes the Bu11 Session,

Welcome Reception, Ladies Social,

and B紬quet, and does not include the

Friday tour or Farewell Breakfast

which are additional costs.

The Friday tour is a 5-hour sight-

Seeing tour which combines history,

art, Cemetary, and ghost components.

We w拙depart from and retum to the

Omni Hotel, and we will have a

one-hour lunch break. We will be

transported on a 32-PaSSenger mini or

56-PaSSenger COaCh depending on our

group size. Tour guides will accomp-

any Our grOuP.

Event locations and times will be

listed on the reunion itinerary which

will be included in the Welcome

Packet you will receive upon your

a正val at the Omni Hotel, and will be

available for pickup in our hospitality

Suite which is the Bayview Room.
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USS Le立皿答ton (CV-16)

Located in Cor叩s Christi, the USS Lex-

ington participated in almost every mapor

World War II naval campaign in the Pacific

from 1943 to 1945. The ship was a hig軸y

decorated warship, reCelVmg numerOuS

Citations acknowledging her exemplary

Service. As an Essex-Class carrier, Lexington

is also血portant for illustrating血e develop-

ment of aircraft carrier design, the refinement

Of rmllti-Carrier operations, and the integra細

tion ofaviation as a pnmary strike weapon in

naval strategy.

USS Lexington was launched in 1942, and

had a hanger deck capacity for lO3 aircraft.

Lexington’s first air group (ÅG暮16) consisted

Of 89 aircraft that included 32 F6fL3 Hellcat

fighters, 35 SBD-5 Damtless dive-bombers

and 1 8 TBF-1 Avenger torpedo bombers.

The Lexington was decommissioned on

November 26, 199l.

The USS Lexington is a museum §hip and

you can visit her from 9 AM to 5 PM. The
admission price is $18.95 for a拙ts and

$16.95 for seniors (60+).

Naval air Station, Corpus Chris慣

A naval air station for Coapus Christi had

been proposed since the mid-1930s; however

it remained a low priority construction

Prqject for the Navy as late as Jamary 1940.
Representative Lyndon B. Johnson made

himself a key ally ofPresident Fran岨in

Roosevelt’s bid for a third term, and the

White House told the Navy Department to ,

COnSult Johnson, and heed his advice, On

Navy contracts in Texas. By Fch珊紬y 1940,

the prQject was on the Na叶s prefeITed Hst.

The o餓cial step leading to the construction

Of the naval air station was initiated by the

75th Congress in 1938. A board found that a

lack oftraining facilities capable of meeting

an emergency demand for pilots constituted a

grave situation. They recommended the

establishment of a second training station,

and that it be located on Corpus Christi Bay.

NAS Co坤us Christi was commissioned on

March 12, 1941. The範rst舶ght training

Started in May 1941.

血1941, 800血糊田ctors pr〇五ded舶壷鵬g

for over 300 student pilots a month. The

training rate nearly do豆bled after the bombi皿

OfPearl Ha血or. By the end ofWWII, mOre

than 3 5,000 naval aviators had eamed their

Wi喝S七庇鳩. CQ叩uS C油壷pr〇五ded血合調皿ed癌e

鮎ghi trainin留in WWII, train垂g p加鵬to盟y SNJ,

SNV, SNB, OS2U, PBY,狐d N3N type airplanes.血

1944鵡was the霊a喝e魂n秘v粗的i証o租tra壷ng鼠ci竃ity

in the wodd. The facility covered 20,000 acres, and

had 997 hangers, Shops, barracks, Warehouses and

O血er bui拙職gs.

Future President George H.W. Bush was the

youngest坤ot to rec料的e址s w血gs at NAS Co呼uS

Christi in June 1943. NÅS Corpus Christi was home

to the Blus Angels from 1951 to 1954.

P鑓ge 3

Photos: Top to Bo請Om - USS Lexington (CV-16), Naval Air Station,

Corpus Christi, the Omni Hotel
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2023 Corpus Christi Reunion Registration Fo「m

Name(s):

Contact email o「 phone:

Staying at the Omni Hotel?　　　　Yes _ No _

Reunion (a= events including Banquet)　　　09/14-09/17　$85x　　　= $

Non-member　　　　　　　　　　　;95x　　　= $

Ban叩et Only Saturday O9/16 $7Ox　　　= $

Non・member S80x　　　雲S

Page 4

Dinner Entr6e: (pIease inse両軸a輔ty for seIection§)

Crew Member: G「i=ed Flank Steak Bou「guignon_ Chicken Matagorda_ G「i看ied Saimon with Pecan Butter_

Vegetarian帥tree _

Guest: G刷ed Flank Steak Bourguignon_ Chicken Matago「da_ G剛ed SaImon with Pecan Butter_

Vegetarian Entree

蝿繭㊨S　⑱馬繭鱈排明「妃y蛇:00-之:的P醐　　　Yes ∴∴No

Members are thosewho have paid 2023 dues・ lfyou have paid 2023 dues, both you and oneguestwi= paythe member

Prices.
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2023 Corpus Christi Reunion Tour Order Form

Name(S):

Corpus Christi Historical Tour I=riday O9Il与　　　　　　　　　　;25 x_ = $

Total enciosed (Check or money order payabIe to the USS Berkeley Association)　$ _ _

Please mail payment to:

USS Berkeley Assocjation

C/o Geraid Hansen

6318 S 20th street

Milwaukee, Wi与3221

All Payments for the reunion and tou「s must be received by Aug叫st 31, 2023


