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July - September 2023　　A NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE USS BERKELEY (DDG-1 5)

SettingCourseforCorpusChristi 

Director’s Update

We are eagerly looking

forward to our Corpus

Christi reunion and another

OPPOrtunity to see our

Berkeley shipmates, those we served

with and those friends we have made

at the past reunions! This will be the

13th reunion for my wife Tammy and

I, and we have ertioyed them all!

The reunion dates are September

14-17, 2023, and a short article,
’一Corpus Christe 2023‘‘, in皿s issue o

the newsletter provides important

infomation regarding the reunion.

Additional information about the

Corpus Christi reunion can be found

On the ussberkeley.com web site and

in the January and Apri1 2023 Brig庇

Pemy newsletters which can also be

found on the ”Newsletters'’pnge at

the web site. A 2023 Coapus Christi

Reunion Registration Fom is

available on page 4 ofthis newsletter.

Our Association is currently doing

Well, and we remain in sound financial

Shape; however,血ere is some concem

regarding our long-term Outlook.

Over the past nine years, Paid mem-

berships have declined from over 150

in 2014 to 88 thus far in 2023. This is

in part due to the passing ofa signific-

ant number offormer members and

the limited particip糾ion by crews who

Were aboard the ship from 1980 to

1 992. Paid memberships are the main

SOurCe Of income for the Association

and they help pay for our web site and

Other association expenses in addition

to o鯖betting some ofour reunion

expenses. We encourage fomer

S血pmates to join血e Association

and ensure it will be in existence

well into the future.

In址s edition, We have included

articles on the Vietnam Wall and

The Year血Review - 1974 @erk-

eley History). We hope you el加y the

a正cles and hope to see you in Corpus

Christi in September!

The Year In Review - 1974
The丘rst day of 1974 found Berkeley

making her丘nal preparations for

leaving Puget Sound Naval Shipyard

under the command of Lieutenant

Cormander Jerry S. Jones. On Jan-

uary 4th, Berkeley left Bremerton

having been there for almost one year

and steamed south to the Naval Statio

Long Beach. After completing the

Sensor Accuracy Check Sight Tests

(FORACS), the ship departed Long
Beach for Seal Beach where she

COnducted a complete missile and gun

ammunition loadout. This evolution

lasted one day and then Berkeley

steamed south toward her new home-

POrt Of San Diego.
On January 1 8th, Berkeley fina11y

a正ved in San Diego. After a two-

Week upkeep period, Berkeley com-

menced a five-Week period of exten-

Sive gun and missile fire control

equipment tests known as Ship Qual-

ification Tests (SQT). Berkeley was

the first NTDS (DDG) equipped ship

to undergo SQT. SQT contained many

exercises to test the new system. After

lfour and one-halfweeks・ SQT was

SuCCeSSfully completed with two

SuCCeSSful STANDARD missile

firings against the first two drones

PreSented as targets. These missile

firings were the first using NTDS

@DG) as a designation source.
On March 19th, Commander

Jonathan T. Howe, USN relieved

Lieutenant Commander Jerry S. Jones

as Commanding O鎖cer, USS Berk-

eley. Under Captain Howe, Berkeley

COntinued her preparation for

REFTRA which commenced on April

lst. The ship’s crew and equipment

ProVed ready for the task at hand.

After five weeks of extensive training,

exercises, and bat窮problems, Which

tested every facet of Berkeley’s many

CaPabilities, REFTRA ended with the

SuCCeSS餌passing ofthe final battle

PrOblem.

This did not signal a rest for the crew

Ofthe Berkeley. The engmeerS Were

deep in preparation for the arrival of

COMCRUDESPAC‘s 1200 PSI Mob葛

ile Training Tean (MTT). The

Weaponeers were preparing for a

Nuclear Weapons Acceptance In-

SPeCtion (NWA工) which paid divid-

ends as Berkeley completed a

SuCCeSSful NWAI on May 24th.

Berkeley then began her first oftwo

underway periods with the MTT. The

lessons and skills leamed during批s

Period were put to the test in mid-

June when CINCPACFLT’s Prop-

ulsion Examining Board (PEB)

arrived onboard. After 3 days,

Berkeley-s engmeerS PrOVed their

COntinued on page 2
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Ship’s History: July 2023

!塑里⊆造型坐虹遡
Detailed monthly ship’s history is not

availal)le. The ship did transit from the

East Coast to the West Coast during the

year stopping at many ports.

竣半鐘壁坐迎理
01細31 Inport Puget Sound Naval

S hipyard

O2 - 03 Light-OffExamination, Fwd

Engine Room

坐里皇道塾生g生理追
Ol - 04 Inport SanDiego

O5 - 08 Underway Socal (REFTRA

Phase I)

09 - 10 Inport SanDiego

ll - 15 Underway Socal (REFTRA

Phase II)

16細17 Inport SanDiego

18 - 22 Underway Socal (REFTRA

Phase IⅡ)

23 - 31 Inport SanDiego

迦里壁哩Ag襲上皇塑
In service with the Hellenic Navy of

Greece as the H. S. Themistokles

COntin#ed万om pqge l

PrOficiency by demonstrating, during

the most demanding tests and

exercises, that they could light off and

Stean Berkeley’s 1 200 1b engineering

Plant safely to the standards ofthe

PEB. Berkeley was the first DDG in

the Pacific Fleet to success餌Iy

COnduct an Operational Propulsion

Fleet Examination (OPPE) on the

first attempt.

When Berkeley retumed to San

Diego, She had a scant 6 days remain-

ing for her Pre-OVerSeaS Movement

(POM) period and to丘nish her

PreParations for the first depIoyment

in over twenty months. This time was

also used for a mini-SQT to test the

Ship’s TARTAR missile capわility. It

WaS also during this period that

Berkeley was notified she had won

the Squadron ’’E’’for overall

excellence as well as individual "E冊s

in Engineering and ASW.

On the sumy moming of山ne 19th,

Berkeley departed San Diego for her

depIoyment to the Westem Pacific

With an interim asslgnment On the

Paci丘c Missile Range as a participant

in FLEETEX 2-74. During this

FLEETEX, tWO TARTAR missiles

Were SuCCeSSfu11y丘red at incommg

drones before Berkeley steamed

SOuth tojoin TG 37.6 for the transit

to Subic Bay, R.P.

On July l lth, Berkeley arrived in

Subic Bay for a short upkeep period.

On July 14th, Berkeley steamed north

to Yokosuka, Japan where she

embarked U. S. midshipmen for

training. After a short visit in Yoko輸

Suka, Berkeley headed south and into

the Inland Sea to visit Kure, Japan.

While in Kure, SOme Japanese

midshipmen were embarked. On the

Way back to Yokosuka, Berkeley

Participated in joint operations with

the Japanese Maritime Self Defense

Force. Upon arrival in Yokosuka, the

Japanese mids血pmen were disem-

barked along with most ofthe U.S.

midshipmen. Three midshipmen did

remain onboard for further training.

After retuming to Subic Bay on

August 7th, Berkeley spent the next

two and one-half months primarily

OPerating out of Subic with the USS

Constitution (CVA-64) as a unit of

TG 77.6. The at sea periods were a

Series of complex battle exercises,

including MULTIPLEX l -75 and

PASAGA IⅡ, Which conclusively

PrOVed the operational readiness of

the Berkeley-s crew as well as her ne

equlPment. On several occasions

Berkeley assumed the added

responsibility ofFAAWC where the

NTDS (DDG) proved itselfmore than

CaPable in a multi-threat environment.

On October 27th, Berkeley, aS a unit

OfTG 77.6, departed Subic Bay

headed for Singapore. Just before

arriving in Singapore, the course was

altered further south so that on

November 3rd the ship crossed the

equator. The m祖vrity ofthe crew

Were POllywogs but were soon duly

initiated into the mysteries of the deep

in traditional, SPirited and coIor餌

CeremOnleS.　。

On November 8th, Berkeley with TG

77.6 departed Singapore for the

Indian Ocean to participate in

MIDLINK 74. MIDL工NK 74 pro-

Vided outstanding training opportun-

ities with U.S. ships and submarines,

as we11 as a chance to operate with

the Central Treaty Organization

navies ofPakistan, Iran and Great

B血ain in a large multi-nation task

force. MIDLINK 74 was highlig庇ed

by a port visit to Karachi, Pakistan. In

late November, Berkeley made a

SPeCial trip into the Persian Gu埋

Ieading the Constellation on her

historic voyage that marked only the

second time since World War I工that

an American aircraft carrier had

OPerated in the gulf Berkeley’s Indian

Ocean operations ended with an

l l-day upkeep in Singapore. This

POrt Visit was marred when on the

moming ofDecember 1 6th, the body

COntinued on page 3
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ofMRFN L.J. Balderas was

discovered dead in his bunk from an

OVerdose of drugs.

On December 22nd, Berkeley

retumed to Subic Bay and prepared

for her last operational commitment

Ofthe depIoyment, a MISSⅢX. On

December 30th, Berkeley success-

fully fired a TARTAR missile at an

incoming drone to end the

MISSⅢX. Berkeley retumed to

Subic Bay on December 31st to

SPend the last day ofthe year and

start preparations for her transit bac

to San Diego to end a very arduous

SeVen and one-half month depIoy-

ment.

The Vietnam Wa11
A little history most people will

never know. Interesting veterans’

statistics on the Vietnam Wall.

There are 58,267 names on that

POlished black wall, including those

added since 2010. The names are

arranged in the order in which they

Were taken from us by date and

within each date the names are in

alphabetical order. The first known

CaSualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon

OfNorth Weymouth, MA. Listed as

having been killed on June 8, 1956.

His name is listed on the Wa11 with

that ofhis son, Marine Corps Lance

Cpl. Richard B Fitzgibbon IⅡ, Who

WaS killed Sept. 7, 1965.

There are three sets offathers and

SOnS On the Wall. Thirty-One SetS Of

brothers are on the Wall. Eig蘭

WOmen, Who were nursing the

WOunded, are On the Wall. 29,996 of

those on the Wall were 22 or young-

er, and 8,283 werejust 19 years old.

The largest age group, 33,103, Were

18 years old. Twelve soldiers on the

Wall were 17 and 5 others were 16

years old. PFC Dan Bullock was 15

years old.

997 soldiers were killed on their

first day in Vietnam, and l,448 were

killed on what was to have been thei

last day in Vietnam. 54 soldiers

attended Thomas Edison High

School in Philadelphia. Bealsville,

Ohio with a population of475 lost

Six oftheir sons. West Virginia had

the highest casualty rate per capita in

the nation with 71 1 on the Wall. 244

soldiers were awarded the Medal of

Honor during the Vietnam War, and

153 ofthem are on the Wall.

The most deaths for a single day

was 245. The most deaths for a

Single month was 2,415 in May

1968.

The Marines ofMorenci - They led

SOme Ofthe scrappiest high school

football and basketball teams that th

little copper town ofMorenci (pop.

5,058) had ever known and cheered.

They e垂oyed roaring beer busts. In

quieter moments, they rode horses

along the Coronado Trail and stalke

deer in the Apache National Forest.

And in the patriotic camaraderie

typical ofMorenci‘s mining families,

the nine graduates ofMorenci High

enlisted as a group in the Marine

Corps. Their service began on

Independence Day 1966. Only three

ofthem retumed home.

The Buddies ofMidvale - LeRoy

Tafoya, Jimmy Martinez, and Tom

Gonzales were boyhood friends and

lived on three consecutive streets in

Midvale, Utah on Fifth, Sixth and

Seventh avenues. They played ball

On the a句acent sandlot ba11 field, and

they all went to Vietnam. In a span

Of16 dark days in late 1967, all thre

would be killed.

For most Americans who read抽s,

they will only see the numbers that

the Vietnam War created. To those

Ofus who survived the war, and to

the families ofthose who did not, We

See the faces and we feel the pain

that these numbers created. There

are no noble wars, just noble

WamOrS.

7協is筋e筋am WなIl article js a

鋤mmaり, q手an article submitted by Ed

Co虎やOti, QM2 1

Corpus Christi 2023

Our reunion dates are September

14-17, 2023 at the Ormi Hotel

which is Iocated at 900 North

Shoreline BIvd., Corpus Christi, TX

78401. Reunion activities wi11 kick

Off on Thursday evenmg With the

Bull Session. Our Friday tour is a

5葛hour sightseeing historical tour,

followed by the Welcome Reception

On Friday night. Our Business

Meeting, Ladies Social and Banquet

Will all take place on Saturday. The

reunion will conclude with our

Farewe11 Breakfast on Sunday

moming. The Omni Hotel will

PrOVide shuttle service from and to

the Corpus Christi Intemational Air-

POrt (CRP) from 4;30 am until
midnight daily. Our room rate is

$1 35 + taxes with complimentary

Self parking in the garage. Hotel

reservations can be made by calling

l_800_843-6664 and inform the

agent that you arewith the USS

Berkeley Association group. The

hotel is allowing group rates for

three days prlOr and three days after

the reunion dates so that our

members can extend their stay if

they wish.

From quick, CaSual dining to

exquisite fine dining with an

incredible ambience, the hotel has

everything needed to satisfy any

Craving. There are also a variety of

restaurants wi皿n walking distance

ofthe Ormi Hotel.

There are two pncmg OPtions for

the reunion, the All-Events and the

Banquet-O血y, and they are posted

On Page 4 ofthis newsletter. Those

Who are 2023 USS Berkeley

Association paid members will

receive a $10 discount for you and

One gueSt. Additional guests will

Pay the non-member prices.
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2023 Corpus Christi Reunion Registration Form

Name(§):

Contact email or phone:

Stayingatthe Omni HoteI亨　　　　Yes_ No_

Reunion (訓events inciuding Banquet)　　09/14-09l17　$85x_ = ;

Non・member　　　　　　　　　;95x輸雪$

Banquet Only saturday O9I16 $70x _ = $

Non置member
S80x　　　= S

Page 4

Dinner Entr6e:毎璃醜繭艶膚唖聯繭棚卸se!e繭鯛g)

Crew Member: Gr鵬d抽nk Steak Bourguignon- Chicken Matagorda_ G「il`ed Salmon with Pecan Butte」

Vegetarian Entree

Guest: Gr鵬d抽nk Steak Bourguignon- Chicken Matagorda_ Gril-ed Salmon with Pecan Butte　」

Vegetarian Entree

闘廃§鎚圃鮭凱肘的y 1主:00 -之:00 PM)　Yes_討o_

Members arethosewho have paid 2023 dues・一fyou have paid 2023 dues′ both you and oneguestwiはpaythe member

PrlCeS.

○○-○○-〇〇〇-○○-〇〇〇〇一一--〇〇〇-〇一○○--一一〇-〇〇一一一一-一一〇〇-○○--○○--〇〇〇〇-〇〇〇-細〇一〇〇〇一〇-一一
一一一一〇〇-〇〇一一一〇一一〇〇〇細一一--○○-.○○--○○細-一〇○○〇〇一一一-〇一一-一一〇-一一〇--○○-輸○○-○○-〇一一一一〇〇-○○

2023 Corpus Christi Reunion Tour Order Form

Na鵬e(S):

Corpus Christi Historical Tour Friday O9/15　　　　　　　　　$25 x_竃;

TotaI encIosed (Check or money order payable to the uSS Berke-ey Association)　$ _ _

副ea畠e mail囲y打「e両的三

USS Berkeley Association

C/o Gerald Hansen

6318 S 20th st「eet

Aii Payments for the re叫nion and tours must be received by August 31事2023


