
腿-し-【副

Jan皿y - March 2024　　A NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE USS BERKELEY (DDG-1 5)

Happy New Year 2024!
Director’s Update

Happy New Year and

Wishing you and your fam-

ily a healthy and e面Oyable

2024! The years just keep

Sailing by and our beloved USS

Berkeley has now been retired from

the U.S. Navy for over 30 years.

2023 was a productive year for the

association as we held our latest

reunion in Corpus Christi in

September. We are now in the initial

Planning stages for the 2025 reunion

in the Northwest sector with voting

now taking place on our web site. If

you haven’t voted yet, Please do so

SOOn. Once our next host city is

nominated, We will select dates for the

September/October 2025 time frame

and begin our search for a host hotel.

In late 2023, We began writing

association procedures for maintaining

Our Web site, uPdating the master

roster, and reunion plaming, etC.

Most ofthese procedures are com着

Pleted and have been forwarded to

Other association o餌cers. This year

We Will ensure we have digital copies

ofassociation records such as the

Command History Reports, Master

Rosters, etC., and that these records

are shared with other association

O鰯.cers as well.

Master Roster updating wi11 begin

SOOn and the 2024 master roster w劃

be seut to active 2024 association

members in late April. Ifyou haven't

updated your contact infomation in

the past three years, Please do so

through the一’Quarterdeck" page on

Our Web site. AIso, Please ensure we

have your current email address on

file. Thanks!

The Year In Review - 1976

The first day of 1976 found the

Berkeley be請hed at the U.S. Naval

Station, San Diego, making prepar-

ations for dep賞oyment to the Westem

Pacific and its Operational Propulsion

Plant Examination. Under the

COrmand of Commander Cli徹)rd F,

Homan, the ship got underway on

January 5th for Naval Gunfire Support

Qua愉cation and became the first

5’’/54 gun ship to pass all NGFS

requlrementS under the 1 6,000 yard

range restriction at San Clemente

Island. Efforts of Ship Training and

AIignment Verification ( 1 0- 14 Novem-

ber 1975) and subsequent Fleet Oper-

ational Readiness Accuracy Checks

(18-1 9 December 1975) were signific-
ant factors in the preparation and

SuCCeSS餌completion ofthe NGFS

qu a臆c ati on.

Berkeley was underway two addition-

al periods in January. On January 16th,

the ship conducted sea trials in the

Southem Califomia operating area,

and from January 26th to 28th she

Cruised with an engineering Mobile

Training Team onboard. However, due

to heavy seas, the team could not be

utilized fully for drills.

On January 30th, Berkeley departed

San Diego enroute to the Westem

Pacific. While in transit to Hawali,

Berkeley was assigned to CTG 37.O in

COmPany With the USS Ranger

(CV-61) and participated with the

Carrier in passive sonar tracking as

Well as several other training

Arriving in Pearl Hafoor on February

6th, Berkeley was soon underway

agam On February 9th with the

Propulsion Examining B oard, Pacific,

Onboard for the ship’s Operational

Propulsion Plant Examination.

Plagued with severe material de餓c-

iencies, Berkeley did not pass the

examination. On February l lth, ’一hot

Plant” operation was suspended while

the ship underwent repalrS and

COmPrehensive engmeermg CaSualty

COutrOl training w9S held utilizing the

MTT.

Two weeks later, On February 25th,

the s址p cast offfor sea trials with the

Mobile Training Team aboard.

Retuming to Pearl Harbor on the first

Of March, Berkeley conducted extens-

ive ECC drills in port prior to getting

underway on March 7th. With the

PEB einbarked again, the OPPE was

PaSSed with a grade of Conditionally

Satisfactory. On March 12th, Berk-

eley departed Hawaii for WESTPAC.

Assigned to CTU 35.8, the ship made

brief stops at Midway Island and

Guam with CTG 77.7. Berkeley

Chopped to the Seventh Fleet on

March 2 1st and departed Guam on

March 23rd. The ship continued its

transit to the Philippine Sea and from

March 26-3 1 participated in

READEX 2/76, an all-fleet exercise i

COntingency simulation that pitted
’’blue” agaist ’’orange” forces in a

COntinued on Page 2
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Ship-s History: January 2024

重畳迩塑墜仝姐ユ遡
Dates not specified in Command

History log.

竣迩塑墜仝g生理
01-04 Inport, B「emerton, WA

O4-07 En「Oute, Long Beach

O7-16 1npo巾Long Beach

17　　Loadout, SeaI Beach

18-31 inport, San Diego

圭塑造塑壁仝g吐哩
01-02 POM inport, San Diego

13-19 En「Oute, PearI Ha「bo「

20-25 AIREM, SHAREM, BGAREM

ASW ops off Hawa高

30-31 1nport, Pea「I Harbo「

竣工皇室壁生g屯ユ遡
In service with the He=enic Navy

Of G「eece as the H.S.

Themistokles

hypothetical war situation.

Berkeley arrived in Subic Bay on

Apri1 1st and commenced a m劉Or

upkeep period that was interrupted

for stom evasion preparations. April

14-16, Berkeley served as host ship

for two Royal British Navy

minesweepers who would later return

the gesture when Berkeley visited

their homeport of Hong Kong.

Out to sea for a week at the end of

April to serve as escort with CTG

77.7 in the South China Sea, the ship

received excellent marks in two aerial

gumery exercises. Berkeley retumed

to Subic Bay on May 3rd.

Berkeley visited Hong Kong on May

15th for a 5細day visit in company wit

the USS Robison (DDG-12), USS

Hepburn (FF-1055), and USS Oulett

仲F-1077). Berkeley departed Hong

Kong on May 20th headed for Subic

Bay but encountered tropical storm

OLGA which cIosed the Naval

Station. The ship remained at sea

using stom evasive tactics until condi-

tions pemitted port entry on May 27血.

Berkeley retumed to sea on May

29th for NmSSILEX 4/76. During

MISS皿EX, Berkeley was the only

DDG able to fire missiles success-

fully, and fired two ITR missiles

W皿e devoting the emphasis of train-

ing to AÅW.

Berkeley was again underway June

4書7 for MULTIPLEX 3/76 which

PrOvided much needed training for

the ship’s combat systems teams from

AAW to ASW operational areas.

During the following in-POrt Period,

Berkeley hosted the恥RAS Derwent,

a destroyer esco請Ofthe Royal

Australian Navy.

Retuming to Subic Bay on June

26th, Berkeley celebrated the 4th of

July holiday in port and remained pier

Side for upkeep until unde宣Way July

14th for type commander’s training

emphasizing engmeemg CaSualty

COntrOl dri11s. Concluding the TYT

Period, the ship headed for Taiwan

and the port city ofKaohsiung for a

four-day visit beginning July 22nd.

The ship left Taiwan for the South

China Sea for SHARKHUNT XVI,

an exercise with the Republic of

China Navy designed to improve the

mutual training and readiness ofboth

navies. The exercise ended on July

29th and the Berkeley spent the end

Ofthe month in Subic Bay. This visit

Signaled the completion of the ship’s

Bicentemial pr句ect, rePamng and

refurbishing a local Filipino element葵

ary schooL

Berkeley participated in MULTI-

PLEX伽ISSILEX l-7T which ended

the ship’s WESTPAC operational

COmmitments. On August 8th, the

Ship headed back home with a stop in

Guam from August 12th through the

22nd for upkeep. Outchopping the

Seventh Fleet on August 25th and

becommg a unit ofTG 37.9 ofthe

Third Fleet, the ship arrived in Pearl

Harbor on August 3orh. Underway on

September l st with male dependents

for a Tiger cruise.

Berkeley arrived in San Diego on

September 6th. While in WESTPAC,

the ship had been designated a

Bicentemial command, One Of only

lO% of all Navy afloat units honored.

The ship was in leave and upkeep

status for the remainder of September

and conducted a tender availability

With the USS Prairie (AD-1 5).

The week of October 18th, Berkeley

PaSSed the Nuclear Technical Profic-
iency Inspection and an on-Site audit

by the Navy Regional Finance Center.

The ship was also designated as

Surflねc Nuclear Unit of the Year.

Berkeley was later underway

November 29th to December 13th

Plane guarding for the USS Coral Sea

(CV-43) and later the USS Constel-
lation (CV-64). The Constellation

later congratulated the Berkeley for

its exceptional plane guarding ability.

In port on Deceinber 13th, Berkeley

remainded pier-Side at the Naval

Station, San Diego, for the cIose of

1976,


