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Director-s Update

Hello shipmates,

Looking forward to the

new year and hoping you

a11 eItjoyed the holiday

SeaSOn. Voting is sti11 open

即囲乱丁「

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE USS BERKELEY (DDG-1 5)

Happy New Year 2026!

2027 reunion. Please go to our

Website https://ussberkeley.com/ and

Cast yOur VOte for your choice ofhost

C重言

As we move into the new year, yOu

Wi11 be seeing changes to血e website

as we add information for the new

association board members.We look

forward to hearing from you with any

ideas you may have for the next

I would again ask everyOne Who

receives血e Bright Pemy newsletter

to share it with any Bekeley ship-

mates who have not joined血e assoc-

iation, and encourage them to join us

at the 2027 reunion.

Watching the daily news, I see our

US Navy invoIved in operations

WOrld wide. Please keep those who

are serving in your血oughts and pray

for their safe retum.

The Year In Review - 1984

USS Berkeley, under the command

Of Captain Robert W. Reighley,

Started out 1984 in San Diego making

final preparatious for血e 1 984

WESTPAC cruise. The cruise began

On January 1 3th with Berkeley getting

underway for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Euroute, AIREM, SHAREM,

BGAREM and ASW operations kept

血e crew busy until the ship steamed

into port on January 30th.

Bekeley血en got underway for Subic

Bay, R.P., and participated in NGFS

84-5 on the Tahbones Range in the

Philippines. The Berkeley餌ng team

received extensive complime血s from

the spotters on the range for也eir

gunfire accuracy. Fo11owing NGFS
WaS a relaxing 12-day port visit in

Subic Bay.

血eady March, Berkeley got under-

Way OnCe agam enrOute tO Pusan,

South Korea. During血is underway

time丘ame, Berkeley participated in a

memorial to the USS Spence, a

DESRON 23 ship which was lost in a

battle in World War H.

After a four-day port visit in Pusan,

Be血eley participated in ’’Team Spirit

84”, ajoint exercise w弛血e Sou血

Korean Navy. On Ma.rch 30th, She

participated in MISSILEX 84-3 at
Poro Point, R.P., before making

another port visit to Subic Bay.

On Apri1 7th, BERKELEY got

underway for the North Arabian Sea,

and commenced operatio調S, Often at

PIIRAZ Station, uPOn arrival. After a

month in the North Arabian Sea,也e

Ship underwent a Tender Availability

with the USS HECTOR off Mas正ah

island, Oman. After TAV, OPerations

Were agam COnducted in the North

Arabian Sea.

On June l st, BERKELEY steamed

enroute Diego Garcia to repalr a

material casualty. Another TAV took

Place upon arrival, this time wi血USS

PROTEUS.

On July 9th, Berkeley sortied from

Subic Bay bound for Pearl Harbor.

After two days in Hawaii, the ship

Steamed for San Diego. D皿ing血is,

the last leg ofthe 1 984 WestPac, She

embarked relatives and friends ofthe

CreW for a dependents ’’Tiger C則ise.’’

BERKELEY retu皿ed to homeport on

August l, 1984, after a long and

SuCCeSSful depIoyment.

BERKELEY spent the mon血of

August in a leave and upkeep period.

On 28-29 August she got underway

for a SOCAL-SelfAssessment. She

retuned to San Diego for a Type

Commander血spection from 4-7

September. From 1 9-20 September,

She underwent a Material Iuspection

and MTT (Mobile Ttam

Training)/OPPRE Phase I in port.  !

On September 25, BERKELEY got ;

underway for San Francisco. Enroute言

the ship underwent TYT SOCAL/

NORCAL, before arriving in San

Francisco on September 27th. A week

after the October 4th arrival in San

Diego, BEREELEY was assigned

PMTC RECON, COnducting

Surveillance on a Soviet A GI operat-

ing off San Cleme血e Island.

On November 1 3也Berkeley under-

Went an OPPRE SOCAL. A week

later she headed for Seal Beach to

O組oad arrmunition in preparation for

血e scheduled SRA period. She

retumed to San Diego and was under-

Way for a last ISE SOGAL before

retuming to port and begiming血e

SRA period on December 3rd.

F正e皿dly reminder: reneW yOur

2026 Dues and vote for the 2027

reunion host city!
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Ship-s History

J分皿uary

f坦里蔓延量包塑土壁
01 - 31 GulfofTonkin SAR Station

竣塑造壁坐聖上生垣
01 -05 InPort, SanDiego

O5 - 08 Underway, NGFS Qual, SCI

O8 - 15 InPort, SanDiego

1 6　　Underway, Sea Trials, SOCAL

Op Areas

16 - 26 InPort, SanDiego

26葛28 Underway, MTT, SOCAL Op

Are as

28 - 30 InPort, SanDiego

30 - 31 Transit to Pear重Ha心or,

CTG 37.0

竺坦逆堕壁坐逆上塑造
01 - 13 InPort, SanDiego

14 - 22 Weapons On-load, NGFS

23 - 31 InPort, SanDiego

迎里星型呈仝g生壁
h service wi血the He11enic Navy of

Greece as the H.S. Themistokles

History ofthe U.S. Navy

P租巾6

Technically,也e Civil War began on

Ap血12, 1 861, When Confederate

soldiers in Charleston Harbor丘red

On血e Union garrison in Fort Sumter.

However,血e roots date back to at

least血e nation’s founding.

British p正vateer,血e White Lionク

a正ved at Jamestown, Virginia in

1619 with about 20 captured

Africans. Bny竜g也e slaves wasn’t a

Plamed decision.虹was a decision

based on血e coIony’s desperate need

for manpower to clear the forests and

build shelter for血e upcommg

Wiuter. By血e 1830’s, the nunber of

Slaves in the U.S. had grown to more

than two million, and attitudes about

Slavery had both divenged and

hardened.

As the country divided, the Navy

underwent a technoIogical

revo山ion. The biggest change was

the adoption of steam power.血

1 843,血e USS Princeton,也e first

PrOPeller-driven warship in the

WOrld, WaS COmmissioned.

In 1 854, Congress authorized血e

COnStruCtion of six large steam置

POWered frigates. The lead ship of也e

Class was the USS Merrimack. The

Merrimack-Class fi.igates were

followed by five Hartford-Class steam

SIoops. Between 1854 and 1859, the

Navy added 24 m牽ior new combatant

WarShips. All血ese s址ps were

SteamerS and all a皿ed with也e latest

naval ordinance.

For nearly 200 years, naVal guus had

changed li制e. They were muzzle-

loaded iron tubes that fired solid iron

balls using black powder. The size of

血e guns had been detemined by血e

Weight ofthe iron ball血ey fired.

I皿ProVementS in metallurgy meant

that guns were now so large血at they

Were CategOrized by the diameter of

their muzzles as in 6-inch or 8-inch

guns. The most common naval gun

during the Civil War was a 9-inch

SmOOthbore carmon. Another

change in naval ordinanee was that

SOme barrels on naval guns could be

ri組ed - that is, have grooves cut in a

SPiral pattem on the inside of血e

ba∬el so that the prqjectiles emerged

SPlmmg, Which increased both their

accuracy and瓜eir range. The

P]句ectiles also changed. While new

naval guns could sti11癒re solid iron

balls, they also fired explosive shells.

These imovations gave war置Ship

Ordinance much greater range,

accuracy, and destructive power just

as瓜e Civil War began Naval battles

in the age of sail often took place at a

range of lOO yards or less, the newer

guns could fire a mile or more.

The Civil War was triggered by也e

election of Abraham Lincoln in 1 860.

Lincoln ran for president on a

Platform of halting血e expansion of

Slavery into the westem territories.

Southemers believed that limiting血e

growth of slavery WO山d lead to its

demise. After Lincoln was elected,

seven Southem states armounced

their secession from the Union.

Several months later, Lincoln refused

to wi珊draw瓜e A壷y garrison from

Fort Sunter in Charleston Hafoor,

and Confederate arti11erist opened

o皿血eあ請.

One ofLincoln-s宜rst decisions was

to order a naval blockade of the

Southem coast. A皿ough most

Navys warships were fairly new,

there were only 42 ofthem in 1861.

According to intemational

COnVention, nO nation had to respect a

blockade unless there was an actual

naval force o節ぬore to enforce it.

Therefore, the first task was to get a

lot more ships. The Secretary of血e

Navy ordered all ships in overseas

Squndrons home and contracted to

have 23 new steam warships built.

This still didn’t provide enough ships

for the blockade. The shortfall was

mostly made up by buying many

Steam-POWered merchant ships血at

Were mOdified to carry a few guns.

COntinued on page 3
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Eve虹ually, the U.S. commissioned more than 400 of

these substi請e warships.

The Union blockade was divided into four squadrons,

and because nearly a11 of the b宣ockading ships were

Steam輸POWered, eaCh squadron required a base where

they could resupply. T血ee of血e squadrous had bases,

but there was no place for也e South Atlantic squadron

argual)ly the most important one - tO Safely operate. So,

the first mqjor U.S. Navy e節ort ofthe war was to

Capture Port Royal Sound on the Sou瓜Carolina coast.

The expedition led by Captain Du Pont attacked血e

forts in Port Royal on November 7, 1861.血only a few

hours,血e Confederate forts surrendered and血e navy

now had a base on the South Atlantic coast.

The Confederate navy, starting from scratch, embraced

experimental technology. An example is the

transformation of血e Merrimack into the ironclad CSS

Virginia. After the standoff between也e Merrimack an

the Monitor in HamPtOn Roads in Mareh of 1 862, bo血

sides built more ironclads. Due to its weaker industrial

base,也e Confederacy couldn’t match the Nor皿s

PrOduction or challenge its’r阻val superiorrty.

The Confederates empIoyed commerce raiding carried

Out by commissioned warsh垂)S, many Of which were

built in England. The most successful of血em was血e

CSS Alabama血at captured and bumed 64 union

merchant ships. The Alabama and her sister ships

CauSed great alarm among Union shippers but did not

damage也e Northem economy as much as the blockad

danaged the Sou血em economy.

America-s rivers were e王ther barriers or avenues for

land armies. Eastem rivers such as the Potomac run

from west to east and therefore lay across the line of

advance by a land amry. However, in the west, rivers

SuCh as the Mississippi rm north to sou血or soum to

north such as the Cumberland and Termessee. These

rivers were avenues of advance for瓜e side best

POSitioned to take advantage of血em, Which was血e

N〇億h.

When瓜e war started, neither side had war血ips on也e

Westem rivers. However, bo血sides soon began

PreParing for controI ofthe westem rivers, and the

Mississippi was the center of七he competition. Early on,

the No血purchased three civilian river steamers and

bolted timbers on them for armor. They also put a few

guns on board these boats血at were called timberclads.

In the early days of the war血is sma11 squadron

dominated血e Ohio and upper Mississippi rivers.

It was obvious early on that the timberclads were

unlikely to overcome any substantial Confederate shore

fortifications. An engineer and inve血or named

James Eads proposed building a few ironelad river

gunboats.血a mere five months, Eads produced seven

flat-bo請Omed ironclads for the正ver war. Eventually, 30

0f血ese boats血at could operate in sha1low water were

buiIt. The Confederates sought to build iromlads as

We叫but也eir e締出Iagged due to a lack ofskilled

manpower and a shortage of amor plate.

The river war was characterized by battles between

Union ironelads and Confederate forts. The first such

battle occurred when Rear Admiral Andrew Foote

Steamed up the Tenessee River and began bombarding

Fort Henry with址s gunboats while Brigadier General

Ulysses Gra血t led an amry over land toward the fort.

The Confederates returned血・e but most of血eir shells

glanced off the gmboats’iron plating. Although one

gmboat was crippled and forced to w池draw, fire from

the other gunboats eventua11y forced the fort to

Surrender before Grant’s amy arrived.

The capture of Fort Henry gave Foote’s gunboats

controI of血e Termessee River. This allowed Grant to

move his armyうby river, fur瓜er south to Pittsburg

Landing near a little church called Shiloh. The

Confederates had un綿ed a11 of their westem armies

血ere to attack the Union amry on Apri1 6, 1862. The

Union army might have been forced into血e river and

am血ilated if not for two U血on gunboats anchored in

the Temessee River. The gunboats fired over the heads

Ofthe Union arnry and into the ranks o鯛he advancing

Confederates. That in addition to the Confederates'

decision to stop and ransack a Union encampment

instead of cont血血g血eir pursuit probab喜y saved the

Union amy from destruction. On day two of血e battle,

a reinforced U址on amy counterattacked and won back

a11 ofthe ground lost on血e first day of血e ba請le and

resul屯ng in a Union victory:

The Union attacked Confederate defenses on the

SOuthem end ofthe Mississippi River below New

Orleans. Seventy miles down river宜om New Orleans

Were Fort Jackson and Fort St. P曲事If血e Union

mannged to get a squadron past也ose ft加s, they could

Cut Offtheir line of supply. That is what Navy Flag

O能cer David Famagut did. Farragut commanded the

West Gulf BIockading Squadron which was mainly

deep置draft ocean warships. Those ships were stean-

POWered and heavily amed but were not amored.
Farragut had to steam into the mouth of血e river from

血e gulf and血en upriver to Fort Jackson, Which he too

under fire with what were ca11ed mortor rafts.

These unlque VeSSels Iobbed 1 3-inch shells into the

fort and stayed beyond血e fort’s gun range. However,

COntinz把d on page 4
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this didn’t force the forts to surrender. So, in血e

Pre-dawn darkness on Apri1 24th, Farragut led his ships

up the river to attempt to get past the forts. However,

the Confederates anticipated that and erected a barier

COmPOSed of sma11 ships linked toge血er w珊- heavy

Chains. It took Farragut some time to breach血e barrier,

and then he engaged in a furious battle with the forts

and a squadron of Confederate guhboats. There were

two unfinished big ironclads that the Confederates had

hoped to use to defend the lower river. One, named血e

Louisiana, WaS mOOred near Fort Jackson, but she was

missing her engines. She fired on Farragut’s wooden

SteamerS, but once they passed her, She was helpless.

Cut off; the Louisiana and soon瓜e forts surrendered.

Farragut’s ships continued up the river and anchored o

Jackson Square in the midd]e of New Orleans.

However, nOt unti1 5,000 U.S. Amry troops arrived in

May, COuld血e Union take possession of也e city.

Navy gur血oat squadro皿s also played a key role in the

Vicksburg campaign in April of 1 863 by assisting

General Grant’s amry ferry across血e river below

Vicksburg. Grant then marched to血e nor血east,

brushing aside a defending Confederate amy, and

Captured血e Mississippi state capital of Jackson. Grant

then tuned west and came up behind Vicksburg.

Eventually, Wi吐血e navy comnrmding the river and

Grant continuing址s siege on land, the Union’s capture

Of Vicksburg gave them controI ofthe Mississippi

River.

From the begiming of血e war, South Carolina - and

Charleston in particular - had symbolized Southem

rebellion and defi狐Ce. Fort Sumter, Which was nearly

in the center of Charleston Haめor, WaS Where the war

began. It was the main componeut of也e Confederate-s

hafoor defenses. The Union e節orts to recapture the fe面

had been delayed for nearly 4 years. One reason it took

SO Iong was the unhelpful competition and rivatry

between the Union amy and the Union navy.

Secretary ofthe Navy Gideon Welles was to have血e

blockading navy sail into the harbor and bombard Fort

Sumter. However, Rear Admiral Du Pont, Who had

CaPtured Fort Royal at血e begiming ofthe war,

SuggeSted it wouldn’t work. He suggested that it would

be be請er ifthe Union army captued one ofthe

SuPPOrting forts first. Then,血e heavy guns of those

forts could batter down血e walls ofFort Sumter, and

then也is would a1low his navy ships to sail past it and

into瓜e imer harbor.The Union amy had a chance to

do so early on but the commanders on the scene mu舐rd

血e chance. So, Welles renewed pressure on Du Pont

for a purely naval attack and sent eight ofthe Union’s

new ironclads to join Du Pont’s blockading fleet. Du

Po血had a much larger new type of ironclad with four

and a half inch thick plates.

Du Pont was still skeptical, but he had to mcke血e

attempt. On Apri1 7, 1863, a COlunn of ironclads sailed

into血e haめor. It went vrong from血e start because th

Confederates had placed a line of mines across the

Shipping chamel opposite Fort Sumter. To deal wi吐血

mines, John Ericsson had developed a mine- SWeePmg

device called a deviL It was attached to the bow ofthe

lead monitor, but the devil got tangled up in血e rebel

defenses and血e colurm of monitors came to a stop

rig址under the guns of Fort Sumter w亜ch pounded

血em mercilessly. One of血e monitors was sunk and Du

Pont ordered the ships to withdraw.

Welles replaced Du Pont with Rear Admiral John

Dahlgren. D血lgren also didn’t embrace Welles strategy

and instead teamed up w池Amy M萄or General

Quincy Gilmore for a joiut operation against Fort
Sunter. This time, Union soldiers worked血eir way

toward Fort Wagner, a SuPPOrting fort for Fort Sunter.

With the ocean on血eir rig直and a swamp on their left,

the soldiers had to attack on a very na∬OW front. The

regmen that conducted that attack was瓜e a11-black

54血Massachusetts, and it was nearly amihilated in the

e餓)巾.

After that, Gilmore and血e army beg狐an old-

fashioned siege, Wi也soldiers blasting their way toward

Fort Wagner. After enduring horrific punishmem for

near宣y two months,瓜e Confederates evacuated the fort.

That allowed Union gumers to begin a concentrated

bombardment of Fort Sumter. Dahlgren’s monitors

added血eir 1 5-inch shells to血e bombardment. By

September, Fort Sunter had been pounded into dust.

After血e fort’s corrmander, CoIonel Stephen Elliot,

refused Dahlgren’s demand for surrender, the Union

amry and navy renewed瓜eir bombardment. The fort

and cfty held out for ano血er year and did not fa11 until

Feb調ary 1 865, When William Sheman approached it

宜om the west in hi§ famous March to the Sea.

The city ofMobile, On the Gulf Coast ofAlabanaつWaS

nearly as challenging. On August 5, 1 864 Farmg叫

fended 。ff a Confederate naval squadron and took

CmtrOI ofMobile Bay, Wi血Shema正s capture of

Atlanta a few weeks later. Then,血e wiming of the

Wilmington Campaign led to血e eve加ual end of血e

Civil War.

The navy血at once had a mere 42 active warships had

grown to 67 1 warships. Nearly all were steamships, and
more than lOO were armored.


