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P量anning Underway for 2027 Char量eston Reunion

! With an ammunition onload at North

Director-s Update

Hello Shipmates!

Plaming has started for

the 2027 reunion! I have

been in contact with the

Military Reunion Network, and血ey

are assisting with our search for a host

hotel and providing options for the

reunion tour. If anyone is in the

Charleston, SC area and would be

Willing to help with a hotel review or

SuggeSt a tOur Site for the next

reunion, Please let me know.

be injust a皿Ie over a year from

now. I know most ofus require time

to plan our trips, SO Elray, Jeff and I

are hoping to get dates set as soon as

POSSible. Wi血the Iran conflict

Currently paused and gas pnces

starting to drop, this should be good

news for alrline tickets as well.

With July 4th having just passed, I

hope you all e車oyed血e holiday and

Celebrated the 250th in style with

family and宜iends. Remember this

great country and everything it stands

for; What those before us, With us, and

those in the ft巾∬e Wi11 have done to

keep this country great.

JeffWillians now has瓜e Ship-s

Store goods in his possession. To

COntaCt Jeff for an order or to inquire

about getting new products added to

血e store, either ca11 him at

918-637-9822 or send an email to

randmechanic al @cox. net.
As always, nook forward to seemg

you in 2027 at the reunion.

The Year In Review, 1986

The USS Berkeley under the

COmmand of Commander Richard K.

Farrell, began血e year in her home

POrt Of San Diego. The ship’s schedule

for the year included nunerous mapor

inspections, Fleet exercises and a

OVerSeaS depIoyment.

The Berkeley’s first underway

COmmitment began on January 1 4th

Island fo11owed by an NGFS exercise.

Berkeley retumed to port on February

It :e平: a雪空g that the re㌣lion wi里l3雪月hq ship g?t underway a聖雪On

the 1 9血, begiming two and a half

Weeks of Refresher Training exercises

and drnls, retuming to port on

Weekends. Refresher Training was

SuCCeSSfully completed on March 7th,

bringing the ship and crew back to a

high state of operational readiness.

LCDR Jerry A. Rudd relieved CDR

S.D. Butkus as Executive O範cer on

March l st.

Berkeley’s OPPRE began on March

1 9th and was success餌Iy completed

On March 21 st. Berkeley then

Participated in READIEX 86-3 from
March 24th ur正l Apri1 14th. During a】

upkeep period in April and early May,

Berkeley crew a請ended schooIs and

underwent other foms of training.

May 9th found the Berkeley getting

underway for Pearl Hafoor for pa誼c-

ipation in RIMPAC ’86, a

multinational exercise. The ship

arrived in Pearl Harbor on May 16th,

Where she remained until May 28th.

Upon arrival in Hawaii, O能cers and

enlisted men began briefing and

training for血e exercises that invoIv置

ed navies宜om four coumtries on the

Pacific Littoral. The crew’s o紐・duty

time was not wasted, aS the Berkeley

SOftbal] team captured first place in

the RIMPAC -86 toumament.

RIMPAC ’86 began on May 28th.

Berkeley sortied from Pearl Hardor as

Part Ofthe Orange Forces, the aggres-

SOrS in the exercise. The Bekeley’s

actio皿s and activities in血e exercise,

including an unsched山ed stop in

Lahaina, Maui, Were Varied and well

executed. The ship left Pearl Ha血or

On June 25th in transit to San Diego.

The ship arrived in San Diego on

July 3rd. During theOremainder ofthe

month, She underwent preparations

for over- SeaS depIoyment including a

maintenance period with瓜e USS

AJAX. On J山y 26th,血e ship was

dry-docked to repalr SOme long-tem

rudder problems.

A Going Away party was held at

Admiral Baker Park on July 25血for

a11 crew, family and friends.

Berkeley left dry-dock on August

1 1th and was underway to Seal Beachl

for a weapous onload. The crew,

especially血e engmeers, WaS hard

PreSSed to mcke血e necessary

last-minute repalrS and preparations,

but the ship got underway on

SChedule. After the weapons o血oad,

the Berkeley departed for WESTPAC

On August 1 2th transiting the North

Pacific and Bering Sea. The crew was

kept busy with GQ dri11s, UNREPS,

Plane-guard, and various drills.

COntinued on page 2
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Ship's History: Ju萱y 2026

f坦里麹壁坐酸,堕
01 - 12 LongBeach, Leave and

Upkeep

12 - 15 InPort, SanDiego

19 - 31 Preparation for CNO

PrQject D/S 368, Long

Beach Naval Shipyard

型逆塑墜坐塑上里喧
01 - 13 InPort, SubicBay. R.P.

14 - 19 Underway, TYT, SCS

20 - 21 EⅢOute Kaohsiung, Taiwan

22 - 25 In Port, Kaohsiung

26 - 29 Underway, SHARKHUNT

XVI

30　　Enroute, Subic Bay

3 1　In Port, Subic Bay

生壁塑造壁仝g虫埋遁
01 -03 Enroute San Diego

O3-31 1nPort, SanDiego

塑造塑長生g生理
上n service with the Heilenic Navy of

Greece as the H.S. Themistokles

COntinued万om Pg j

The Berkeley pu11ed into Pusan,

Republic of South Korea on

September l l也to a welcoming

CeremOny血at included local

dignitaries and both Korean and U.S.

military o綿cers stationed in Korea.

On September 5血, Captain R.S.

Watkins, Commander Destroyer

Squadron 1 7 embarked while the ship

Was in Sasebo, Japan. Berkeley

departed Sasebo on September 1 7th,

entering Yokosuka two days later for

a conference with the Japanese pnOr

to an ASW exercise with the

Japanese Self Maritime Defense

Force. After a week-long exercise,

Berkeley a正ved in Yokoscka to

re魚嘉el.

On October 5th, Bekeley made a

POrt Call in Subic Bay, R.P. The ship

got underway aga皿on October 9血

bomd for C址nhae, South Korea for

Pre-eXerCise conferences, followed

by ASW exercises conducted jointly

With the Sou血Korean Navy. The

Ship retumed to Chinhae on the 20th

for a critique of the exercises,

departing the same day and retuming

to Subic Bay on the 24th. Berkeley

got underway on the 25th to conduct

NGFS training at Tabones.

Berkeleys crew scored a 99.7%

OVerall score, reSuting in high praise

from Commander Farrell and

Commodore Watkins. Berkeley

re同med to port on the 26th,

remaining in Subic through the end

of the month for maintenance

availわi lity.

The ship got underway agam on

November 7th, StoPPing brie租y at the

ammunition anchorage in Subic Bay

before heading to Sing部〕Ore.

Berkeley anived at Sembawang

Shipyard in Singapore on November

1 2th, remaining there through the

13th. It was on血e wayto oumext

COmmitment, an eXerCise with the

Royal Brmei Armed Forces, that the

Ship crossed the equator. Following

the exercise with Brmei’s Navy,

Berkeley hosted the U.S. Ambass-

ador to Brmei, Ambassador King, On

board for the exercise critique wi血

SeVeral ranking o能cers of the Royal

Brmei Armed Forces. Following血e

meeting, Brmei Amed Forces

SPOnSOred a party on瓜e beach for

bo血the USS Berkeley and the USS

Bradley crewmen. Bekeley contin-

ued from Brunei to the coastal town

Of Pha請aya Beach, Thailand, anChor-

mg On November 23rd. There the

CreW e可Oyed liberty and celebrated

Thanksgiving. The ship was under-

Way again on November 28th.

After leaving Thailand, Berkeley

headed north to Hong Kong. Emoute,

the ship participated in a Freedom of

Navigation exercise off the coasts of

Kampuchea and Vietnam. In Hong

Kong, Vice Admiral Davis,

COMNAVSURFPAC, inspected the

Ship and talked to crewmen. Berkeley

departed Hong Kong on December

lOth, a正ving in Subic Bay for a

SeCOnd upkeep availability which

began on December 12血. The ship

諾意藍豊艶諸富
accomplished a great deal of needed

WOrk. Berkeley depated Subic Bay

On December 27th, With the intention

Of arriving in Chinhae, South Korea

Prior to New Year-s Eve. However,

engmeenng Problems on board a ship

in company forced a brief retum to

Subic Bay, delaying the arrival in

Chinhae until January 2, 1987.

History ofthe U.S. Navy
Part 8

The U.S. Navy next entered the

Battleship Age which was a relatively

Short era lasting about 50 years, from

around 1 890 to about 1940. Ba請1e-

Ships represented the height of a

Particular kind of naval warfare-Ships

W血gms fighting o也er ships wi血

gunS ・

The first American battleships were

the Maine and the Texas, both

COmmissioned in 1895. They estab置

COntimJed on page 3
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1ished血e tradition of battleships

being named for states and cruisers

for cities. The architects血at design-

ed血e early battleships struggled

With finding ways to empIoy three

di節erent elements of warships in

that era:瓜e naval broad-Side,

revoIving t皿et, and long-range

Capability of the new heavy guns.

The compromise was to build a ship

With a mixed battery. The first

American battleships had f ur large

rifled lO-inch guns housed in two

turrets, Plus six 6-inch guns and a

dozen or so smaller guns. The turrets

Were Placed on the sides of血e ship: 1

a forward tumet On the starboard

Side, and the other turret further

back on the port side. This was

awkward and didn-t last.

At the time, these battleships were

the largest ever built for the US

Navy, and each displaced about

6,500 tons. The next three battle-

Ships,血e血diana, Massachusetts,

and Oregon, al1 1aunched in血e late

1 890’s, displaced more than lO,000

tons. These ships had a more

Symmetrical and modem look. Many

historians consider them to be the

紐st true American battleships.

The first generation of battleships

had血eir baptism of fire during the

Spanish-American War in 1 898. The:

national enthusiasm generated by the

Victories during the war gave added

impetus to further naval expansion・

Another big boost came宜om也e

rise of Theodore Roosevelt to the

Pre Sidency.

Roosevelt had been a naval

enthusiast all his life. He served as

McKinley-s assistant secretary of血e

navy when the Spanish-American

War began. Detemined not to miss

Out On the action, he resigned his

POSt and helped recruit a cavalry

regiment fa宣nOuSly known.as the

Rough Riders. As a rising politican,

he ran with McKinley on血e

Rep心blican ticket in 1 900. When

McKinley was assassinated a year

later, Roosevelt became president.

From the begiming, Roosevelt

urged Congress to speed up the

COnStruction of more battleships. He

felt that other countries should know

that the United States could defend

its interests. RooseveIt advocated a

more assertive foreign policy, One

that empIoyed the navy as an

ins血ment of dipIomacy. One

OutoOme Of血is new policy was a

treaty wi血Panana that led to the

COmPletion of血e Panama Canal and

granted the United States control of

the canal zone.

血1907, Roosevelt ordered血e

Atlantic battleship fleet to undertake

a goodwill tour into the Pacific. He

Was eager tO Show offAmerica’s big

Stick, and a lengthy cruise would

ProVide an opportunity to test血e

ability of血e new ships to sustain

血emselves on a long voyage. Au 16

battleships were painted white, and

血is became known as the cruise of

the Great White Fleet.

The fleet left Norfolk, Virg誼a, in

December 1907. It headed sou瓜,

StOPPing in Rio de Janeiro, tranSiting

the Strait of Magellan, then up the

COaSt Of Chile to Valparaiso, before

steaming north to Califomia and

Washington. They then crossed the

Pacific, making stops in New

Zealand and Aus廿alia and then

Yokohama, Japan. The visit to

Yokohama was somewhat stressful

as American relatious w肌Japan

had become severely strained・ Japan?

like the United States, WaS an

emergmg naval power.

Leaving Japan, the fleet headed

SOuth to Manila in the P皿ippines,

America’s outpost in血e westem

Pacific. It then retumed by crossmg

the Indian Ocean, tranSiting血e Suez

Canal into也e Mediterranean,

and steaming back across the

Atlantic to Norfolk, COmPleting a

Circurmavigation of the globe瓜at

lasted 14 months and covered

40,000 miles.

The United States and Japan were

not the only countries building up

血eir ba請leship fleets. B血ain’s

Royal Navy was sti11血e most

POWerful maritime force in血e

WOrld, but Gemany, under Kaiser

Wilhelm II, WaS attemPting to

Challenge it and began building

battleships as fast as the United

States. Ironica11y, an imovation by

the Royal Navy appeared to give

Gemany a chance to catch up.

From the first, battleships had

Caried a mixed battery. They had a

few very big guns plus a dozen or

more smaller guns for cIose-in

defense. However, a COnfrontation

between fleets was likely to be

decided by the big guns before the

two fleets ever got cIose enough for

瓜e smaller guns to become a factor.

Congress authorized瓜e

COnStruCtion of two battleships

a血ed only with儀e largest caliber

guns in 1905, and they were laid

down in 1906. However, they were

not completed until years later.

The British launehed the first

a11-big-gun battleship, the

Dreadnought, in 1906. It had ten

12-inch guns, Which gave it the

紐epower of two to three convent-

ional battleships. From 1 906

OnWard, all battleships were

Classified as either dreadnoughts or

predreadnoughts. All existing
British and U.S. battleships were

Predreadnoughts, and that encour-

aged Gemany to believe it now had

an oppo巾mity to cIose the gap.

The result was an arms race that

PrOduced mainly dreadhOught-tyPe

battleships. It increased tensions

between B正ain and Gemany and

COniinued on page 4
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resulted in Britain seeking a11iances

with France and Russia. This

resulted in血e great powers of

Europe being in opposlng CamPS

and was a key factor in the outbreak

Of World War I.

America’s first dreadnought-tyPe

battleship was the USS Michigan

which was launched in 1910. Three

more ofthis type of battleship were

COmmissioned later that year, and

ten more over the next 5 years.

Another significant change in this

era was the shift宜om coal to oil.

Oil fuel produced an increase in

SPeed which could be critical in

naval ba劇es. This change was easy

to make for the U.S. Navy smCe at

the time America was the world's

largest producer and exporter of

PetrOleum oil. The change greatly

a鮮beted foreign relations for

COuntries such as Britain and Japan

Which depended on imported oil.

The war which began in 1914 was

Predominately a land wan The

United States remained neutral in

the begiming. Most Americans

Were in support of也e Anglo-French

A11ies and viewed Gemany as血e

Vi11ain. This perception was

reinforced when Gemany intro-

duced a program of submarine

Warfare in 1915狐d sought to

impose a blockade by using what

they called U"boats.

U-boats were fragile and had small

CreWS, Which made it di飾cult to

COme alongside a merchaut ship to

inspect its papers and possibly put a

PrlZe CreW On board. Some merchant

Ships had deck guns, and when a

U-boat surfaced,也ey would blow it

Out Of the water. U-boat skippers

quickly realized that their best

Chance was to shoot first, a PrOtOCOl

known as unrestricted submarine

warfare.

The British viewed this as inhum_

ane. The sihking of血e British

PaSSenger Ship Lusitania on May 7,
191 5 confirmed血is charge. Nearly

l,200 people died, inclnding 128

Americans. President Wilson issued

a stem waming to Gemany

regarding its policy of umestricted

Submarine warfare.

U.S. attitudes were hardening, and

Wilson began to argue for national

PreParedness - nOt to enter the war

but to defend the United States in

CaSe Germany won the war. The best

Way to PrePare for such an event葛

uality was to augment the Navy. The

Naval Act of 1916 authorized lO

additional dreadnought-tyPe battle-

Ships, 6 battle cruisers, 10 regular

Cruisers and 50 destroyers.

In February 1917, Gemany-s

U-boats resu阻ed their assault on

trade vessels. President Wilson

broke diplomatic relations, and in

April asked Congress for a

declaration of war. Once the United

States joined血e war, Admiral

William S. Sims met wi血British

admirals to discuss how the U.S.

COuld help. Sir John Jellicoe,

COmmander of the Royal Navys

Grand Fleet, informed him ofthe

extent of recent U-boat success and

COnfided that if it was not reversed,

Britain would be forced to surrender

by the fall. What was needed was

not more battleships but more

escorts to fight the U-boats.

The U.S sent a squadron of

destroyers血at arrived on May 4,

1917. This was hardly enough to

SOIve也e U-boat crisis, but once血e

Anglo-Americans established a

COnVOy SyStem, Ship losses dropped

dramatically. The small American

destroyers guarded the convoys,

including the troop ships that

brou如t doughboys to France for the

land war. Another U.S. Navy

COntribution was the laying of an

enomous mine barrage between

Scotland and Norway, aCrOSS the exit

from the North Sea, to keep the

U-boats pemed up.

As the land war grourrd on to its

end in 1 91 8, the new battleships

and battle cruisers that were

authorized in 1 916 remained

unfinished. What would become of

them? The answer will be revealed

in the next segment ofthis series.

Char書eston A請ractions

The most meaningful a請actions in

Charleston for former Navy men

Cluster around the city’s deep

maritime and military history - and

SeVeral of them are genuinely world

class.

Patriots Poi血t NavaI & Maritime

Museum - This is the must visit for

any fomer sailor. Ifs one ofthe

fargest naval museuns in血e

COuntry and includes the USS

Yorktown (CV輸1 0), USS La節もy

(DD-724), USS Clamagore

(SS-343), Vie血am Experienee

Exhibit, and Medal of Honor

Museum.

Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie

National Historic Park - tWO forts

stand at the entrance to Charleston

Harbor. Patriots inside a palmetto

Iog fort, later named Fort Moultrie,

defeated the Royal Navy in 1776.

As Charleston blazed a path toward

SeCeSSion to preserve slavery,

COnStruCtion on a new fort, Fort

Sumter, prOCeeded. The

Confederacy fired on the U.S.

garrison of Fort Sunter on Apri1
12, 1861 opening血e Civil War.

CharIeston Navy Yard Historic

District置This area preserves

StruCtureS from the old Navy Yard,

including dry docks, Warehouses,

and administrative buildings. Ifs

not a traditional ’’a請raction,’’but

history bu塙e appreciate walking the

grounds and seeing remnants of the

Navy’s presence.


